Continental Classic

Long-buried architectural details are revived, lush color and
luxurious furnishings are added, and a Boston apartment is reborn as a sumptuous
sanctuary with an Old World feel.

Imagination is the kev. Have a good deal of it and no space stays ho-hum for long. Case in point:
this spectacular Boston sancruary. 'True, the first-floor umie boasted a garage and that most covered cin
enticement, a private encrnce, but betore Boston intenor designer Fogene Lawrence crossed the

threshold, the home lacked spirit. A grim 1980 redo had buried many of the Back Bay apartment’s
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nincreenth-century architectural derls
and left the place feeling disjointed and
decidedly lackluster

Lawrence saw the possibilities on his
first visit, T recaprure what had been |ose,
the destgner called tor o toeal gar, then
skillfully composed a sumpruous new
haven for his clients. “We saved old mold-
ings where we could and replicated new
omes, which we added along with features
like pillars and pilasters,” he explains,
“Our goal was o redevelop the apartment

in o classic European manner.”

I[J fr/“”r [.11;.?{!‘ he also en-

hanced the onginal Livour, removing a
storge closer and relocating a powder room
o make wav for a bar ar the very heart of
the one-level plan. " Uhe bar showcases a
hand-painted mural on canvas by Boston
artist Susan Harter, Scen from every room,
the enchanring mural—hased on a seven-
reenth-century French tupestry the owners
stumbled upon in cher travels—depices

a huneing party traversing o green country-
side. Lawrence and Harter painstakingly
sanded the painting’s surface w achicve a
muted, ome-worn look. Bur there’s more:
when the hosts open the doors o ther
corner liquor cabiner, another pastoral
scene—this tme of a post-hunt supper—
is revealed. And then, of course, there's the
floor: meticulously stained and antigued w
simulate inlad parguetry.

Such luxe elements, alonge with a savwy
eathernng of furmiture and lush color, cult-
vate a4 beguiling Old World elegance for
todav’s lofoy lair and visoally expand the
semewhar less than 2ZLO000-sepre-foaot
intenoer “When vou fill each room with
interesting things, vour eve stops o take
it all in before moving on.” Lawrence savs,
*It's a grear way of creating the illusion
of more space.”

A whiz at marrving pieces from disparate
periods, Lawrence crisserossed the counry
for a vear, stopping in New Orleans and
Santa Fe as well as New York and Con-
necticut to find the proper furnishings.
The spacious living room reflects his con-

fident sevle. Against a backdrop of sunny
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vellow glazed walls, Lawrence teams a chunky repro-

duction Asian-influenced coffee table, a dainey Lows V1
stool and an elaborate eighteenth-century George 111
mirror. A small Gaveau grand piano cirea 1922 and a pair
of William Kent stools—marching treasures the designer
wus thrilled to uncover lving forgotten in an antigue

shop—share the setng, to,

T )
] !I‘U f.rff}f f() Lawrence’s skillful partnering
is that no one object steals the melight. Instead, the
designer’s compositions are harmonmious studies aimed ar
pleasing all the senses. As he is the first wo point our, a
home is hollow if ic's stocked merely for show. *1 fashion
my uphalstered chairs several inches deeper than normal
to make them more inviting,” Lawrence savs by wav of
example, “If vou can’t sit and relax, whar do vou have?™
Accordingly, the gleaming walnue and gile table—a
copy of a French mid-cighteenth-century design—in the
dining arca is surrounded by classic reproduction chairs.
“Antique sears are much oo wobbly,” savs Lawrence., ¥l
normally save those kind for a hall” At nighe, silk café cur-
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tains provide those gathered around
the table privacy. while handwoven
satin balloon shades above soften
chilly sky vistus,

I a clever pwast, a pretey cuphosrd,
decoratively painted by Harter, stands
ar the living room’s opposite end.
CUpen the cupboard doors, though,
and a pass-through o the kirchen is
revealed. There, a restored French
1840 crvseal chandelier and a French
poster draw attention o room de-
signedd o function as beaunfully as it
lossks, A bounoy of custom cabinets
provides borh storage and a polished,
pulled-together air. As a pleasant sur-
prise, nccasional glass-front cabiners
displav a collection of antigue pottery,
“IF vou e moing o have see-through
cabinets,” savs Lawrence, “they
should hold something beauniful.”

O course, its no accident thar the
pottery’s warm hue complements
the Kiechen's creamy palette. For co-
hesiveness, Lawrence also saw to it
that the cabinet’s finish would marry
happily with the pale granite coun-
ters and custom mosaic backsplash,

A narrow hall fitred with a new
vianlted ceiling leads o the library
and the owners' privare domain, "The sumpouous library
sports an antigque 1750 French tapesory as s centerpiece
The sofa is covered in a handwoven Jucobean apesory in
rich chocolate, teal and rerracorra, Velver covered chairs
and a portly leather otoman angmented with nail-head
derailing step up the heady rone.

Equally caprivating is the master bedroom. *lr seems
to be evervones favorite room,” suvs Lawrence. And why
not? Floor to ceiling silk draperies and opulent Lawrence-
designed bed coverings imbue the seene with guiet
grandeur. Done up in dreamy hues of oyster, shoimp and
cocod, the sleeping area is serene without being cloving,
A Lowis XN mirror gazes at the scene from above one of
the apartment’s original mantels, which Lawrence had
stripped and decoratvely painted w complement the
décor. A perfect chandelier interjects a subtle dash of
jewel-hike sparkle.

L.ife mav roar bevond these confines, but within, all is
beaury and order. Loxuriant and livable, this urban retreat
leaves nothing t be desired. Excepr. perhaps. more time
ter enjoy the magic, NEH

sesousces  For more information about this home see page 137
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